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438 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. VII. 

The Impersonal Judgment. By S. F. MacLennan. University of Chicago 
Contributions to Philosophy. The University of Chicago Press, 1897. 
—pp. 49- 

This essay falls into three parts : (1) an investigation into the pre- 
supposition common to nearly all theories of the impersonal judgment ; (2) 
an historical review of the controversy ; (3) a criticism of former in- 
vestigations, and suggestions towards a new interpretation. The first 
section shows that impersonal expressions have been considered judgments, 
and reveals the presupposition at the basis of all discussions that every 
normal judgment must have a subject and a predicate. A difficulty then 
arose with the impersonal judgment which is subjectless. The historical re- 
sume gives an outline of the attempts to find a subject for the impersonal 
judgment. The author finds that a solution cannot be found along the old 
lines, so he makes a new analysis of impersonal judgments, and rejects the 
traditional presupposition; for he finds that " in by far the greater number 
of cases the expressions show no discursive reference of a predicate to a 
subject. The true meaning is indicated in the experience immediately 
recognized" (pp. 22-3). This judgment does not take place mediately; 
the whole is not known through the parts ; and consequently there is 
neither subject nor predicate, for there cannot be the one without the 
other. This analysis is clear, but seems to push too far the distinc- 
tion between mediate and immediate forms of judgment. The third 
section deals with the significance of the impersonal judgment (1) in 
its logical, and (2) in its psychological aspect. This part of the essay is 
very suggestive, but is not sufficiently worked out to be more than suggest- 
ive to me. In conclusion, the author says : ' ' the most significant point as 
regards logic is that the ordinary view of the nature of judgment must be 
radically remodelled. This discursive form does not exhaust judgment. 
The discursive judgment arises out of an immediate judgment, and passes 
into an immediate concrete judgment " (p. 48). It seems to me that the 
distinction between the different forms of judgment has here been made 
too abstract, and that a safer position is that of Lotze or Bosanquet. The 
essay, however, will repay careful reading. 

Edwin P. Robins. 

Studies in Philosophical Criticism and Construction. By Sydney Herbert 
Mellone, M.A. (Lond.), D.Sc. (Edin.). Edinburgh and London, Wil- 
liam Blackwood & Sons, 1897. — pp. xxii, 426. 

This volume is a series of essays dealing with a very wide range of sub- 
jects. The author's aim is "to illustrate the principles of philosophic 
method by endeavouring critically to establish certain fundamental princi- 
ples or Grundbegriffe in the sphere of psychology, logic and epistemoldgy, 
ethics and metaphysics ; in other words, to lay the foundation for a more 
complete structure in each of these three branches of philosophy." Des- 
pite this declaration, however, the book can scarcely lay claim to original- 



